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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Washington Ground Squirrels 
Washington Ground Squirrels (WGS) were listed as a 
State endangered species in 2000.  They are also a 
Candidate species under the federal Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) and USFWS is evaluating if they 
warrant federal ESA listing.   WGS are native to the 
shrub-steppe grassland of the Columbia Basin with 
deep soils that can support their burrow complexes.  
While recent surveys suggest that WGS are more 

widely distributed 
than thought at 
the time they were 
listed under the 
Oregon ESA, 
much of their 
historic range has 
been converted to 
agriculture over 
the past 100 years 
and their 

population has been significantly reduced. 
 
A bright spot in the conservation of this species has 
been the development of a Multi- Species Candidate 
Conservation Agreement with Assurances (Agreement) 
with Threemile Farms (TMF).  Through the Agreement 
TMF, ODFW, USFWS, and the Nature Conservancy 
developed a number of measures that would conserve 
iconic Columbia Basin wildlife including the WGS, 
ferruginous hawk, loggerhead shrike and sage sparrow.  
Among other things, under this agreement TMF set 
aside 23,000 acres as a preserve for these species. 
Another element of the agreement was that as TMF 
planned future agricultural development they would 
survey the area for WGS.  If WSG were found, ODFW 
and USFWS would trap and move them from the 
development area to safer habitats.  In late 2012 TMF 
notified us that they intended additional development 
in early 2013.  TMF surveys in early 2013 found WGS 
in the area and ODFW and USFWS began moving 
them to safer habitats in early February. 
 
WGS are first captured in live traps, and then moved to 
an enclosure at the release site.  Release sites are chosen  
 

 
 
 
mainly for the occurrence of deep soils characteristic of 
WGS habitats.  The enclosure includes a wooden box 
that can serve as a temporary burrow while the WGS  
get comfortable with their new area.  After a day or so 
they generally dig out of the enclosure and establish 
their own burrows.  WGS are being moved to the 
23,000 acre conservation area established by TMF and 
managed by the Nature Conservancy, and to BLM land 
approximately 10 miles away. 
 

While WGS weigh less that ⅔ pound, they are feisty.  
ODFW and USFWS biologists with years of experience 
in trapping deer, elk, big horn sheep, antelope and 
mountain goats, have been outsmarted more than once 
by these small squirmy residents of the Columbia 
Basin.  Some WGS were equipped with radio collars to 
track their movement after release.  All the WGS 
relocated will be ear tagged so that we can monitor the 
success of this effort over time.  Trapping and 
relocation occurred through the end of February.  
Status monitoring will continue into the future.   
 
Hunter Access in Northeast Region 
Developing access to private land for Oregon hunters 
has been a priority for Northeast Region for some 
time. Beginning in the 1980’s Northeast Region staff 
were able to formalize the Columbia Basin Regulated 
Hunt Program and assess to the lands of Boise Cascade 
in Baker, Umatilla, Union, and Wallowa Counties. 
These efforts provided formal public accesses to more 
than 500,000 acres of private land for hunting, fishing 
and viewing in Northeast Region. 
 
More recent examples include our efforts on Glass Hill 
in Union County, Thief Valley in Baker County and 
Grant County. The Glass Hill Access Area has been an 
Access & Habitat Program sponsored hunt area for 10 
years.  A strong collaborative effort between ODFW 
and private landowners to provide hunting access has 
been the key to the areas success.  As many as 300 
hunters visit the Glass Hill Access Area annually.  
Providing high quality hunting opportunities, on both 
“Welcome to Hunt “ and “By-Permission” private 
lands, has led to the creation of this highly successful 
hunt area.  During the first rifle elk season of 2012, 15 
bull elk were harvested during a short five day hunt.  
The highly coveted Glass Hill Youth Elk Hunt (252T) 
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gives three youth hunters an opportunity to harvest 
trophy bull elk over a 45 day time period.  Satisfaction 
and success rates run very high with this hunt.  Youth 
hunters see large numbers of elk and are presented with 
the opportunity to harvest a very nice bull elk.  
 
A small antelope herd has established itself on the 
ranches of southern Union County and northern Baker 
County near Thief Valley Reservoir.  While the herd is 
small, it has developed some very nice bucks.  Working 
with several of the larger private ranches in this area, 
staff were able to create a unique hunt allowing youth 
access to these bucks for the Thief Valley Youth 

Antelope Hunt (453T) in 2012.  Without this 
landowner participation a hunt would be impossible as 
only 8% of the land in this area is public. 
 
Often District Wildlife Biologists can use special 
hunting opportunities to help solve a problem 
landowners are having with wildlife damage to their 
crops.  Turkeys have been a particular problem to one 
landowner in Grant County trying to raise winter 
wheat.  This is a particular problem when wheat is 
sprouting in the fall.  To help solve the problem staff 
worked with the landowner to create a program for 
hunters to access his land during the Blue Mountain 
Fall Turkey Hunt (K83).  Through publishing the hunt 
using postcards sent to tag holders as well a map 
showing how to access this opportunity 30 hunter were 
able to assist in trying to resolve this problem. 
 
 

HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Deschutes & Hood River Sport Chinook & 
Summer Steelhead Angling 2012-13 
Chinook:  Sport Chinook angling in both the Hood and 
Deschutes River has been closed by a permanent rule  
since the late 1990’s due to low run size.  Harvest 
management on both rivers is based upon predicted 
run strength, and is opened through a temporary rule 
when predicted returns meet management objectives.   
 

Both rivers have populations of spring and fall 
Chinook races, and returns along with sport fishing 
opportunity have been variable in recent years.  Spring 
Chinook are supplemented with hatchery production, 
while fall Chinook are solely natural production in both 
rivers.    
 
Sport angling for spring Chinook on the Deschutes is a 
very popular fishery, due to the typical high catch rates, 
excellent table fare of the fish, and the unique bank 
fishing opportunity.  Unfortunately the 2013 predicted 
return of 650 wild origin spring Chinook is well below 
the minimum escapement goal of 1,000 wild origin fish 
returning, and no sport angling will be authorized in 
2013.  A temporary rule to open spring fishing was 
enacted in 2012 to take advantage of a predicted large 
return, but the run never materialized as expected, and 
then was prematurely closed to protect wild spawners 
and ensure hatchery broodstock.  Only 370 wild fish 
returned in 2012, making it the smallest wild return 
since the late 1990’s.  Predicted spring wild returns this 
year will mark the seventh time in the past eight years 
that returns have been below management objectives.  
The Warm Springs Tribe may authorize a small tribal 
spring fishery for the Deschutes, although specifics of 
the fishery are unknown at this time.   
 
Conversely, Fall Chinook returns on the Deschutes 
have been showing a remarkable increase in numbers 
since the mid 2000’s.  The 2012 return of 18,785 adults 
to the Deschutes is the second highest return for the 
period of record dating back to 1977.  Additionally, the 
12,512 adults returning above Sherars Falls is the 
highest number for the same period.  Fall Chinook 
angler catch and participation have both increased 
commensurate with recent increasing returns.  Current 
returns greatly exceed management objectives of 4,000 
adults returning to the river, and 2,000 adults escaping 
upstream of Sherars Falls.  A fall Chinook sport season 
will be proposed beginning August 1st.    
 
Chinook in the Hood River are listed as a threatened 
species. However, the recently introduced Deschutes 
spring stock is exempt from the listing.  Recent spring 
Chinook returns to the Hood have also been variable, 
but the 2013 prediction of 949 hatchery fish and 183 
wild origin fish exceed both broodstock and natural 
escapement needs.  Spring Chinook sport fisheries are 
considerably smaller in the Hood River than the 
Deschutes, but remain quite popular amongst sport 
anglers.  A spring Chinook sport season was authorized 
for the Hood River in 2012 based upon a predicted run 
of 645 adults. Creel surveys indicated 179 adults were 
harvested by sport anglers.  The proposed 2013 
Chinook season for the Hood River will run from April 
15-June 30, with a two fin-marked hatchery fish bag  
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limit.  Run timing in the Hood River is typically later 
than other Columbia tributaries, due to its cool 
temperatures.  The spring season will close on June 30th 
to protect early returning fall Chinook, which are far 
fewer in numbers than spring Chinook and protected 
by the ESA.  Run strength of spring Chinook will be 
monitored at Bonneville Dam, and via a statistical creel 
on the Hood River to ensure the fishery meets 
expectations.  The Warms Springs Tribe will likely 
authorize a tribal dip net and hook and line fishery 
from April 15-July 31, similar to their 2012 fishery. 
 
Steelhead:  Information from the 2012 steelhead creel 
on the Deschutes suggests that wild fish were 
considerably more abundant in the creel than in 2011.  
This information suggests that the 2012 wild return will 
likely be greater than the 5,450 wild fish that were 
estimated from the 2011 return.   Creel returns of 
Deschutes origin hatchery fish, and out of basin stray 
hatchery origin steelhead were slightly depressed in the 
2012 season, likely indicating a reduction from the 2011 
run size estimate of 4,063 Deschutes hatchery and 
5,363 stray hatchery returns.   Final 2012 run 
reconstruction and population estimation for the 
Deschutes will not be complete until late May 2013 
when spawning is complete.   Reliable run predictors 
are not available for the Deschutes, but wild fish 
numbers generally track well with the “A-run” above 
Bonneville numbers developed by the Technical 
Advisory Committee, which will be complete in the 
near future.    
 
Winter steelhead have been slow to enter the Hood 
River so far this season, as reflected by ongoing creel 
and weir catch.    Hood River winter steelhead have 
very late run timing with peak counts typically 
occurring during early April.   Based upon predicted 
run size of 502 wild and 1,242 hatchery origin, winter 
steelhead fishing in the Hood should be improving in 
the near future.     
 
Private Lands Fire Rehabilitation 
Private landowners in Malheur County, affected by the 
summer’s wildfires, seeded 3500 acres of scorched 
rangeland with forage kochia, dryland alfalfa, Russian 
wildrye, and crested wheatgrass.  These seedings will 
curb the threat of cheatgrass and medusahead 
proliferation in those areas, allowing native species to 
reestablish, reduce future threats of fire, stabilize soils, 
and provide wildlife forage.  Seed was purchased using 
ODFW’s A&H Emergency Fire Rehabilitation funding.  
Landowners provided labor and seed was drilled using 
ODFW’s rangeland drills, provided free of charge. 
 
In Lake County private landowners with winter range 
affected by the Barry Point Fire are in the process of  
 

seeding 1200 acres.  The seed was provided by the 
department through an A&H fire recovery grant.  
Using helicopter and ATV mounted landowners have 
seeded 1036 acres.  Remaining acres will be seeded by 
the end of March. 
 
Klamath Basin Goose Damage 
With spring fast approaching, farmers in the Klamath 
Basin are gearing up for significant crop damage as 
large numbers of spring migrant geese return from 
wintering areas in California.   The Klamath Basin is a 
critical spring staging area for greater white-fronted 
geese, Ross’s geese, and lesser snow geese prior to 
continued migration north to arctic breeding areas.   
Geese find abundant food resources provided by the 
area’s hay, pastures, and winter wheat fields.  Goose 
populations have rebounded extremely well from 
historic low population levels in the late 1970’s.  The 
2012 Pacific Flyway population estimate for greater 
white-fronted geese was 831,000 which is almost three 
times the flyway management objective of 300,000.  In 
response to increasing private land damage from geese, 
a late goose season was initiated in 2007 that allowed a 
daily bag limit of 2 white-fronted geese.  Hunting was 
authorized on private land only.   Several years later bag 
limits were increased and both snow and Ross’s geese 
were added.   
 
One major concern landowners have expressed is that 
the late season ends on March 10, yet a majority of 
crop damage occurs after that date.  March 10 is the 
latest that sport hunting is allowed under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act.  For several years landowners have 
been requesting depredation kill permits which would 
provide another tool to help alleviate goose damage.  
Klamath Watershed staff and Wildlife Division are 
collaborating with USFWS Region 8 out of Sacramento 
which has oversight over migratory birds in the 
Klamath Basin.  The USFWS would have to approve 
and administer issuance of kill permits. 

 
 

SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Diamond Lake Ice Fishing Clinic 
Mark Newell from Salem Outdoors Education Staff 
and David Banks from ODFW Lakeview led the 
charge to plan a two day ice fishing clinics on February 
8-9 at Diamond Lake. 
 
ODFW staff that attended and taught the clinic 
included:  Roseburg (3), Lakeview (1), Springfield (1), 
Salem (3), Hines (1) and one volunteer from ODOT. 
37 adults and 20 children attended the event, many of 
which purchased the two rod validation so they could 
fish both a rod and tip up. 
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As typical with ice fishing, success is hit or miss.  
Participants caught a total of 4 fish but learned about 
ice safety, gear types, how to fish, fishing regulations, 

knot tying, lake 
limnology, and were 
also given a 
handout of 
statewide ice fishing 
opportunities. 
 
In general, the new 
year round season 
at Diamond has 
been popular.  
Roseburg staff is 
partnering with 
Diamond Lake 
resort to get total 
people counts each 

day to track interest and fishing pressure.  Average 
anglers per day so far is 40, with a maximum angler 
count of 100 on weekends.  Through voluntary creel 
forms that anglers turn in, we report that through 
February 8, 2013, anglers caught an average of 1.1 fish 
each. 
 
Umpqua Fishery Enhancement Derby 
Twenty teams participated in this year’s derby for a 
total of 40 guides and 80 anglers.  The banquet was 
sold out with the highest recorded attendance in the 20 
year history of this event at 590 attendees. 
 
Two out of 
the four 
days of this 
event were 
dedicated to 
youth 
education.  
Forty 
students 
participated 
in the youth 
angling day as well as another 15 students that 
participated in the Forestry and Fisheries Tour at Rock 
Creek Hatchery. 
 
Multiple agencies including ODFW, BLM, USFS, 
Douglas County and OSP are represented on the 
Derby Committee and assist with planning and 
organizing the events.  Other groups that participate in 
the event include the Umpqua Fisherman’s 
Association, Douglas Timber Operators, and the 
Partnership of the Umpqua River’s.  The Umpqua 
Fisheries Enhancement Derby annually raises 
approximately $70,000 that is then distributed back into 
the basin via “Derby Grants”.  
 

The Derby is also a great opportunity to collect 
broodstock steelhead for the South Umpqua winter 
steelhead hatchery program.  This year 42 fish were 
collected, compared to 30 fish collected last year. 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Chris Wheaton, Region Manager 

Waterfowl Season Results 
Fern Ridge Wildlife Area:  The waterfowl season ended 
on January 27. In the 23 years of comparative data for 
Fern Ridge, total hunter numbers were the lowest on 
record (4,202 hunter trips), but duck harvest was the 
second highest on record (4,101 ducks).  As part of the 
Fern Ridge waterfowl program, a total of 31 
Reservation waterfowl hunts were administered 
throughout the season.  In the 29 years of keeping 
records, this was the second most successful year for 
these hunters, with 1,744 birds harvested during 797 
hunter trips for a 2.2 bird 
per hunter season average. 
Sauvie Island Wildlife Area:  
The 2012-13 waterfowl 
season also came to a close 
at Sauvie Island on Sunday, 
January 27.  Overall the 
season was better than 
average, with a total of 
17,536 birds harvested by 
9,437 hunters for an 
average daily bag of 1.9 
birds per hunter.   

 
Willamette Falls Marine Mammal Hazing 
The Willamette Falls marine mammal hazing crew 
started work in February. After a week of safety 
training, the crew started hazing the 4-5 California sea 
lions foraging near the Willamette Falls fish ladders.  
The start to the hazing project was accompanied by 
substantial interest from the news media. Interviews 
were provided to most local television stations, a few 
radio 
stations, and 
several print 
media 
outlets.  One 
call has been 
received so 
far from an 
Oregon City 
resident 
unhappy 
about the noise.  We anticipate the number of noise 
complaints may increase this year as we are now hazing 
seven days a week. 
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Columbian White-tailed Deer Relocation  
As of February 22, fifteen Columbian white-tailed deer 
have been relocated to Ridgefield National Wildlife 
Refuge since capture efforts began.  The deer are listed 
as Endangered under the Endangered Species Act. 
They are being moved due to the risk of habitat loss 
because of the impending failure of a dike between the 
Julia Butler Hanson National Wildlife Refuge and the 
Columbia River. If the dike fails, much of the refuge 
will be flooded.  
 
Two of the translocated deer have been located outside 
the boundaries of the Ridgefield NWR, which is 
directly across the Columbia from Sauvie Island.  One 
of these deer, a yearling doe, was found deceased in 
agricultural lands to the west of the refuge on February 
15, probably due to predation.  There have been two 
additional mortalities on Ridgefield. 
 
The USFWS is conducting this operation, with 
assistance from a number of other groups. They have 
captured deer using drive netting and net gunning, and 
plan to add the use of helicopters this month. ODFW 
has been involved in the process to provide assistance 
and to monitor the potential for Columbian white-
tailed deer entry into Oregon.  
 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

50 Places to Fishing within 90 Minutes of Bend 
Lack of time is often cited as a reason why people do 
not go fishing.  In an effort to overcome this barrier, 
the department has produced a series of popular guides 
to fishing opportunities near Oregon cities.  Bend can 
now be added to this list. The 50 Places to Fish within 90 
Minutes of Bend publication highlights fishing locations 
that are within a short drive from downtown Bend.  
Deschutes County has experienced a decline in the 
number of anglers per population. This publication is 
aimed at helping those new to central Oregon discover 
the rich fishing opportunities in the surrounding area. 
 
Media coverage 
Two issues received a significant amount of media 
coverage during the last few months.  Several media 
outlets covered the department’s push to remind non-
motorized boaters to purchase their Aquatic Invasive 
Species Prevention permits.  The stories also noted that 
watercraft inspection stations were beginning at select 
locations along the California and Idaho borders with 
Oregon.  Department staff conducted a number of 
interviews with television, radio and print outlets. 
Media attention also focused on the ongoing issue of 
Japanese tsunami debris washing ashore.  Most 
recently, a Japanese boat on Gleneden Beach led to 
numerous stories.  Department staff responded to 

several requests for information and interviews from 
news outlets throughout the state.  
 
Facebook Photo Contest  
In an effort to increase the department’s library of 
photos of people hunting and fishing, and to increase 
the number of people who “like” the ODFW 
Outdoors Facebook page, the department held a photo 
content through Facebook. Winners in each of the four 
categories received a $100 gift certificate from Cabela’s. 
The contest ran during the month of January. In that 
time, the  
department received over 380 photos and added 845 
people to ODFW Outdoors’s Facebook page.   

 
 
The winner of the Youth 
Fishing category submitted by 

Leslie Sullivan.  The 
winning photos can be seen 
on ODFW Outdoors 
Facebook page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM 
Caren Braby, Program Manager 

Marine Stewardship Council Progress 
The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) has certified 
several of Oregon’s commercial fisheries as sustainable; 
albacore, whiting, Dungeness crab and pink shrimp. 
The MSC certification lasts for 5 years and is 
conditioned based on the applicant’s progress towards 
defined goals for the fishery.  Annual audits verify that 
progress has been made and the fishery is on track for 
success.   
 
The Oregon Trawl Commission applied for and 
received MSC certification for Oregon’s Pink Shrimp 
fishery in 2008, in collaboration with MRP’s pink 
shrimp fishery research management group. This 
fishery was just recertified for an additional 5 year time 
period – great news for the industry, which has 
experienced great improvements in moving product, 
since the initial certification.  Europe, in particular, is a 
strong market for MSC-certified seafood, although 
Oregon’s pink shrimp product goes all over the world.   
 
We are currently working with industry on proposed 
management measures to build in additional checks and 
balances into our management technique. The 
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proposed changes to shrimp management (Threshold 
& Limit Management) have been introduced to the 
industry in the latest Pink Shrimp Newlsetter (24th 
annual), mailed to permit holders on March 1 and 
available on our website.  
 
The Oregon commercial Dungeness crab fishery also 
has good news.  First certified by MSC in 2010, the 
fishery has just passed its second annual audit and is 
making good progress towards the goals and conditions 
for the fishery.  As the applicant, the Oregon 
Dungeness Crab Commission will play a major role in 
the final 3 years of the certification to ensure that the 
fishery is recertifiable after the 5-year certification 
elapses. MRP will also be playing a strong role in the 
process, through developing a research plan and 
proposing additional management measures in 
collaboration with industry. 
 
Other fisheries in Oregon that are MSC certified 
include: albacore and whiting.  

Tsunami Debris 

 
Japan Tsunami Marine Debris 

As predicted, the winter storms are now bringing in a 
steady trickle of small derelict vessels that are clearly of 
Japanese origin, and presumably vessels that were set 
adrift by the 2011 tsunami.   There have been 5 
Japanese vessel landings in Oregon, since MRP’s last 
report in January 2013, and their arrival has been 
storming the national news. The vessels have arrived 
nearly coastwide: 1) Gleneden Beach (Feb 5), 2) 
Horsfall Beach (Feb 21), 3-4) Clatsop/Sunset Beach 
(Feb 27), and 5) Land’s End Lincoln City (Feb 27). The 
vessels have all been “Panga” type vessels used for 
commercial fishing – open, shallow draft, and from 15-
30 feet long, operated by an outboard motor.  MRP 
staff have been on scene at all locations, helping 
identify whether the attached organisms pose a threat 
from invasive species, as well as taking samples of 
organisms for later analysis.  All vessel remains that 
have been intercepted have been disposed of in 
landfills by the Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department, usually within a day. 
 

A team of scientists from Williams College 
(Connecticut) and Oregon State University, Jessica 
Miller, John Chapman, and Gayle Hansen, have federal 
grant funding to analyze tsunami debris biota. On the 
vessels that washed ashore at Gleneden and Horsfall, 
they noted several specimens, such as the non-native 
Japanese acorn barnacle (Megabalanus rosa). These 
scientists are evaluating the samples from the Gleneden 
Beach vessel, as well as the samples collected by MRP 
staff at other locations, and will issue a final report on 
the organisms they find. 
 
If you sight unusual amounts of debris you can report 
it by calling 211 (1-800-SAFENET), or by sending an 
email to beach.debris@state.or.us.  For more 
information on tsunami marine debris and invasive 
species, visit the ODFW website 
http://dfw.state.or.us/conservationstrategy/invasive_s
pecies/tsunami_debris.asp. 
 
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Fisheries 
Fish and Wildlife Division Troopers from The Dalles 
conducted a boat patrol on the Columbia River in the 
Bonneville pool.  The effort resulted in a total of five 
citations and eight warnings during the course of 70 
angler checks, 21 boater safety inspections and one 
commercial fishing boat check. 
 
During one of these enforcement contacts, Troopers 
approached a boat with one occupant who appeared to 
be angling for sturgeon near the mouth of the Big 
White.  Once the angler realized the boat approaching 
him had OSP Troopers on board, he immediately 
started to frantically move around in his boat and he 
started reeling up his fishing.  As the Troopers 
approached it appeared that he was fighting another 
fish, and they also noticed he had retained a sturgeon 
which was tied off to his boat. 
 
The Troopers made contact and the angler, who 
advised he was hung up on something.  Once he was 
able to get the hook up to the surface it was apparent 
he was entangled with another rope.  The Troopers tied 
off to his boat and assisted with the retrieval of the 
rope.  As they were tied off they noticed two half 
empty containers of sand shrimp along with lead 
weights on the deck of his boat.  They were able to pull 
the rope and weight to the surface and discovered at 
the end of the rope was a sack of sand shrimp and 
several balls of weight tied to the end. 
 
With the evidence at hand, including an interview with 
the angler, it was apparent that the angler was  

mailto:beach.debris@state.or.us
https://mallard.dfw.state.or.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://dfw.state.or.us/conservationstrategy/invasive_species/tsunami_debris.asp
https://mallard.dfw.state.or.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://dfw.state.or.us/conservationstrategy/invasive_species/tsunami_debris.asp
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chumming for sturgeon.  Unfortunately for the angler, 
his frantic attempt to dispose of his chum line as the 
Troopers approached resulted in him retrieving the 
evidence instead of him disposing of it.  The angler was 
cited for Taking Sturgeon Prohibited Method-
Chumming. 
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
March 8, 2013 


